Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 98 K; mean (C-C) = 0.004 Å; R factor = 0.043; wR factor = 0.111; data-to-parameter ratio = 21.4.
The Ni atom in the title linear supramolecular polymer, [Ni(C 6 H 14 O 2 PS 2 ) 2 (C 12 H 10 N 4 )] n , exists within a trans-N 2 S 4 octahedral donor set defined by two symmetrically coordinating dithiophosphate ligands and pyridine N atoms derived from two bridging bis(4-pyridylmethylene)diazane ligands. The Ni atom lies on a centre of inversion and the bis(4-pyridylmethylene)diazane ligand is also disposed about a centre of inversion. The chains are arranged into layers sustained by C-HÁ Á ÁS contacts and interdigitate with neighbouring layers, forming the crystal structure.
Related literature
For background to supramolecular polymers of metal dithiophosphates, see: Lai & Tiekink (2004) ; Chen et al. (2006) ; Aragoni et al. (2007) . For a related iso-butyl structure and the synthesis, see: Berdugo & Tiekink (2008) .
Experimental
Crystal data [Ni(C 6 Table 1 Selected geometric parameters (Å , ).
Ni-S1 2.4827 (7) Ni-S2 2.4835 (7) Ni-N1 2.1051 (19) S1-Ni-S2 82.46 (2) Table 2 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). & Tiekink, 2004; Chen et al., 2006; Aragoni et al., 2007) . The Ni atom in ( A similar coordination geometry and linear supramolecular polymer were observed in the iso-butyl derivative of (I) which was characterized crystallographically as a di-toluene solvate (Berdugo & Tiekink, 2008) .
Compound (I) was prepared by refluxing the parent nickel dithiophosphate with bis(4-pyridylmethylene)diazane, following a literature procedure (Berdugo & Tiekink, 2008) .
Refinement
The H atoms were geometrically placed (C-H = 0.95-1.00 Å) and refined as riding with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C) or 1.5U eq (methyl-C).
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